SPEECHES  IN  INDIA              235

you are all to be depended upon in whatever emergency may
occur.

Viceroy's Reply to a Deputation

of the United Provinces' Liberal Association

on the 7th July at Simla

I ain very gratified to have this opportunity of meeting the
representatives of so influential and important a body as the
United Provinces' Liberal Association, which I understand
includes among its members many hundreds of men of learning
in your province, members of the bar, landowners and men
distinguished in the various professions. Your first chairman,
my colleague, the Hon. Dr. Sapru, has recently been selected
by His Majesty for one of the highest offices in India. That is a
fact on which your Association has just reason to be proud, and
I think the Government of India are also to be congratulated
on their latest recruit in the law membership of the Government
of India. Dr. Sapru will find a wide field for those talents which
won him so eminent a place at the bar, and which doubtless
made you choose him as the first chairman of your Association.
I am deeply grateful to you for the cordial welcome which you
have extended to me on my assumption of the high office of
Viceroy and Governor-General at this critical stage in Indian
history. You have covered all the main issues of political contro-
versy in your address, and in an eloquent passage in your address
you say that justice, sympathy, equality and freedom are what
India wants. With this sentiment I am in complete agreement,
and am confident that these high ideals illumine and inspire
those who are responsible for guiding India to the goal of respon-
sible government within the British Empire, which is like your
creed, and the declared policy of His Majesty's Government.
May I in turn appeal to you, and I know I shall not appeal in
vain, and through you to the countless numbers of your country-
men who, consciously or unconsciously, share your aspirations,
for sympathy and assistance in our arduous task? We who
hold high office in this country, whether British or Indian, are
well aware that we are liable to error, that we may come to wrong
condusions, and that Governments, like all human institutions*
have made mistakes. But we do daim that our motives are
pure and sincere, and that we are honestly striving to achieve
our common purpose along the lines laid down for us by Parlia-
ment, and in the manner we believe to be best calculated to